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Synopsis

Between 1987 and 1989, Paul Bowles, at the suggestion of a friend, kept a journal to record the
daily events of his life. What emerges is more than just a record of the meals, conversations, and
health concerns of the author of The Sheltering Sky, but a fascinating look at an artist at work in a
new medium. Characterized by a refreshinng informality, clear-sightedness, and passages of
exquisite prose, these pages record with equal fascination the behavior of an itinerant spider, a
brutal episode of violence in Tangier marketplace, and the pageantry and excess of Malcolm
Forbes’ 70th birthday party. In Days, a master observer of the foreign and obscure turns his
attentions toward his own daily existence, giving us a startlingly candid portrait of his life in

contemporary Tangier. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.
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Customer Reviews

Paul Bowles was born in 1910 and studied music with Aaron Copland before moving to Tangier,
Morocco. A devastatingly imaginative observer of the West&#39;s encounter with the East, he is the
author of four highly acclaimed novels: The Sheltering Sky, Let It Come Down, The Spider&#39;s
House, and Up Above the World. In addition to being one of the most powerful postwar American
novelists, Bowles was an acclaimed composer, a travel writer, a poet, a translator, and a short-story
writer. He died in Morocco in 1999. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this

title.
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Long after the expatriate American writer ceased to be a phenomenon in the 20th century, Paul
Bowles, composer and writer, lived on in Tangier, Morocco, until his death just a couple of years
ago at age 88. DAYS is a journal he kept at the request of the editor of a literary journal that was in
the late 1980’s planning a theme issue based on personal journals and notebooks. Bowles was not
a diarist, and his first entries reflect his lack of purpose or investment in the form. The entries are not
daily by any means or particularly long, but once he gets into it, his product is fascinating. He has a
flair for nailing a scene or a mood in a quick sketch. Some may wish to read this for the glimpses of
his well-known friends and visitors and his perspective of such social events as a Malcolm Forbes’
party. | found the picture of contemporary Muslim-controlled Tangier to be striking. This was written
from 1987 - 1989 during which time Salmon Rushdie’s SATANIC VERSES was published and a
friend of Bowles rather thoughtlessly sent him a copy which the mail inspectors confiscated, which
put him in the line of fire for a time. It was also the period when Bertolucci began the process of
filming Bowles’ novel, THE SHELTERING SKY.I have to admit, | came to this book knowing next to
nothing about Bowles. | had hoped it would be more of a travelogue, or something like Steinbeck’s
working journals, and it was neither. On the other hand, | was intrigued enough to want to learn
more about Bowles, to read his work, and to be sorry that the journal ends abruptly. | realized that
given his reports of the stream of photographers, interviewers, would-be biographers, aritsts,
celebrities and strangers who came to his door like pilgrims, that he was someone of consequence
in our visitable past, and I'm sorry | was not more aware when he was alive. For those who share

my ignorance of the man, there is an informative short biography...

| picked this volume up because of the references to the Guatemalan writer Rodrigo Rey Rosa; | am
very fond of his work. | found items of far greater interest in the day to day activities of Paul Bowles.
The challenges of censored mail, time disconnects (e.g. cafe closed when filming is supposed
occuring), of ill-tempered fasters during Ramadan, and business concerns (copyrights, translators,
contracts ...) make for interesting observations in the hand of Paul Bowles. If you have any interest

in Bowles, Mrabet or Rosa, this book is worth your time.

Paul Bowles has been of interest to me ever since | read THE SHELTERING SKY so many years
ago. Now with DAYS: TANGIER JOURNAL, the reader gets a behind-the-scenes of one of the most
enigmatic writers of the twentieth century. The landscape and people of Tangier, Morocco are

expertly painted in all their mysterious charm as Bowles simultaneously deflates and expands upon



his own legend. If you are interested in Bowles, this book is a must read for the insight that it gives,
insights not necessarily illuminated upon in the average Bowles biography or documentary. Bowles
is self-effacing but his contribution to fiction is huge, and this book is like looking through a door,
cracked half-open, at the man himself in all his many facets. Morocco itself also figures large in
Bowles’ art, and the reader gets a real taste of that exotic locale with all its danger and N. African

wonder.
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